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       Two artists brought 
their unique pieces to 
a new art exhibition in 
the Marvin Cone and 
Eaton-Buchan Galleries, 
which opened Friday, 
Feb. 16.
     These two exhi-
bitions are “ Happy 
Animal,” exuberant 
paintings of animals 
by Emma Steinkraus, 
an artist, curator, and 
the visual arts editor 
of Company Journal, 
and “Re|collect,” by 
Award-winning photog-
rapher, Lex Thompson.     
     In  the Eaton-Buchan 
Gallery, Steinkraus’s 
initial inspiration was 
Hieronymus Bosch’s 
The Garden of Earthly 

Delights. 
     She said The Garden of 
Earthly Delights is full of 
whimsical creatures and 
early depictions of nature. 
The paintings are overrun 
with elephants, giraffes, 
owls, porcupines, lizards, 
and birds of all sorts.

     “I used collages on the 
walls of the exhibition to 
contrast images of flour-
ishing ecosystems with 
images of horrific envi-
ronmental degradation,” 
said Steinkraus.
        In most paintings, 
Steinkraus used acrylic 

paint on paper, only a 
painting called Death on 
a Pale Green Horse is in 
oil and has a mat-medi-
um photo transfer. 
       Steinkraus said be-
hind some of her paint-
ings are large digital 
collages, which she made 

Art Exhibit

The "Happy Animal" exhibit features exuberant paintings of animals done 
by Emma Steinkraus. Photos by Mohan Xu.

Mohan
Xu

Staff Writer
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on Photoshop, and then 
printed onto stick-
er-backed paper that she 
could apply directly to 
the gallery walls.
        Steinkraus said 
Death on a Pale Green 
Horse can illuminate 
some of her themes in 
this new exhibition. 
Steinkraus said she used 
herself  as a model for 
"Death" because she was 
interested in exploring 
different kinds of death 
and destruction. 
        “My body is covered 
in photo transfers of 
images of the destruc-
tion of the prairies, a 
habitat that I grew up on 
in northern Arkansas 
and Iowa, and that many 
of my ancestors helped 
settle from Missouri all 
the way to Minnesota,” 
said Steinkraus.
         “Throughout this 

exhibition I hope to both 
celebrate non-human 
nature, all the glorious 
plants and animals around 
us, while also fighting for 
greater recognition of the 
systems of profit and ex-
ploitation that are destroy-
ing ecosystems across the 
planet,” said Steinkraus.
        In the Marvin Cone 
Gallery, Thompson’s 
photographs approach 
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to a Colorado naturalist 
and taxidermist, Martha 
Marwell’s achievements 
including life and work.
        Thompson said the 
exhibition is composed 
of a selection of photo-
graphic documentation of 
the few remaining arti-
facts of Maxwell’s natural 
history collection. The 
other works in the exhi-
bition call forth Maxwell’s 
work through reconstruc-
tion and reenactment of 
her achievements and 
aspects of her life.  
       “I explore narratives 
of nineteenth-century 
historical figures that 
worked in the inter-
twined areas of science, 
art, philosophy and 
entertainment,” said 
Thompson.
        Both exhibitions will 
remain open to the pub-

lic from 4-6 p.m. each day 
until  Friday, March.16.

An image from the exhibit "Re|collect" by award win-
ning photographer Lex Thompson. 

Steinkraus said she hoped to celebrate non-human 
nature while fighting for recognition of the systems of 

profit and exploitation that are destroying ecosystemes 
across the planet.
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International Banquet

     Coe’s International 
Club held its 44th Annual 
International Banquet On 
Sunday, Feb. 18. Helping 
I-Club, BESO and LatinX 
provided arts and crafts 
during the reception. 
About 150 Coe students 
and community members 
participated in the Ban-
quet. The banquet provid-
ed dishes and culture from 
11 countries: China, The 
Philippines, France, Ire-
land, Japan, India, Mexica, 
Nepal, Nigerian, South Ko-
rea, and Vietnam, as well 
as musical performances. 
        Director of Inter-
national Affairs, Peter 
Gerlach, said the reason 

I-Club has the Inter-
national Banquet was 
because 44 years ago 
people decided that a 
great way to celebrate 
Coe's international di-

versity would be to share 
food from students' 
home countries with 
members of the college 
and the surrounding 

community.
       “This event is a 
great way to bring to-
gether Coe and Cedar 
Rapids and an unique 
opportunity for people 

      Members of the Cath-
erine McAuley Center in 
downtown Cedar Rapids 
were welcomed with food 
donations at the close of 
the week from the Alpha 
Gamma Delta food drive. 
The event lasted from the 
12-18 of February.   
       “[The food drive] 

also coincides with Alpha 
Gamma Delta’s Week 
of Service,” Jessi Austin 
(’19) said. “That’s why we 
wanted to do it this week 
as well.” 
       The Alpha Gamma 
Delta’s week of service has 
been a part of their sorori-
ty for multiple years, but 
Austin said that they have 
recently changed the way 
they have donated to the 
public.
       “This is the first year 

that it has been food, last 
year we tried to do socks,” 
Austin said.
      Students and faculty 
members were asked to 
donate non-perishable 
food items by placing 
them in boxes located in 
residences halls on cam-
pus all throughout the 
week.
       “I was pretty happy 
when I looked in [the 
boxes], it seemed like a 
good donation’s worth,” 
Leah Shaffer, (’19) said. 

“Our alumni chapter in 
the area donated a bunch 
at the very beginning to 
help start it off.”
       The items benefitted 
adults at the Catherine 
McAuley Center. Both 
Austin and Shaffer were 
optimistic about the out-
look of the event.
       “If it goes well 
though, I think we’ll for 
sure try to keep doing it 
as an annual thing during 
our Week of Service,” 
Shaffer said.

Alpha Gamma Delta Holds Food Drive

Brock Givens
Guest Writer

Coe's International Club holds its 44th Annual Interna-
tional Banquet. Photos by Mohan Xu. 

to get together, share 
with one another, and 
eat great food togeth-
er,” said Gerlach.  
       The banquet began 

at 6:30 pm with appetizers 
like South Korean Tteok-
kochi and Vietnamese 
Sweet potato-corn cake. 
Each student showed off 
their countries’ dishes, and 
served them to students and 
community members. The 
main course featured food 
like Chinese Tomato and 
Scrambled eggs, Japanese 
Karaage, Nepali Chicken 
Chili and Vegan Mango 
Lassi, and French Crepes. 
        “I enjoy the interna-
tional banquet because 
there is always so much 
smiling and laughing. It's 
fun to see students having a 
great time with each other 
and being able to share that 
joy and their home cultures 
with the wider Coe and Ce-
dar Rapids communities,” 
said Gerlach.
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     On Monday, Febru-
ary 19, Coe’s Student 
Nursing Association 
(SNA) partnered up 
with “Love Your Melon,” 
an apparel brand that is 
best known for beanies, 
to get students to “Be 
the Match” and register 
to be a donor to save the 
lives of those living with 
life-threatening diseases 
and illnesses. 
       “Be the Match” is 
the largest registry in 
the world and offers 
multiple ways to donate 
such as marrow dona-
tion or a PBSC (periph-
eral blood stem cell) 

donation, whichever is 
recommended by the 
patient’s doctor. Three 
Kohawks have already 
donated. Jana Mueller, 
member of the SNA, 
was one of them. 
         “It was an experi-
ence of a lifetime and I’d 
do it again in a heart-
beat,” said Mueller. 
         Mueller said the 
donation process was 
similar to donating plas-
ma. An IV takes blood 
from one arm, filters it 
and is then is put back 
into the other arm. The 
process takes about 20-
13 hours spread over 4-6 
weeks. Mueller also said 
she has applied to meet 
who she donated to. 
        This is the first 
event of its kind this 

year but President of the 
SNA and future donor, Ja-
mie White, says they plan 
to host one next year and 
the years to come. 
        “It’s an amazing orga-
nization,” White said. 
        Aside from regis-

tration times from 11am 
to 5pm in Upper Gage on 
Monday, registration is 
available online at join.bet-
hematch.org/COE as well 
as more details on being a 
donor. 

The SNA parterned up with "Love Your Melon" to get 
students to register to be a donor. Photo by Josie Navarro

Josie Navarro

Guest Writer

This Sunday February 25th at 1pm, Alpha Psi Omega will be hosting a staged reading of Antigone at the 
Dows theatre. 1-4 pm in the Inner Lobby of Dows there will be a Book Sale.

If you wish to participate in Student Research Symposium apply now, office hours are: 
Mondays-Thursdays

   10:00 am - 12:00 pm/ 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm
Fridays

   10:00 am - 12:00 pm    

Submissions to The Pearl are due by email to thepearl@coe.edu no later than March 16, 2018.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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On This Day
"February 24, 1967"

   The Coe College 
Cosmos covered a C.I.A. 
conspiracy? In 1967, the 
liberal magazine, Ram-
parts, revealed financial 
ties between the C.I.A. 
and the National Stu-
dent Association. 
         The association 
was comprised of mul-
tiple college and univer-
sity student body gov-
ernments. Unbeknownst 
to their members, the 
association was used as 
a front for the C.I.A. to 
fight communist ideals 
from spreading amongst 
America's youth. One 
of over 300 members of 
the N.S.A., Coe's own 
student council was also 
duped. 
        Colleges were one 
of the many targets the 
C.I.A. used for exper-
imentation in their 
infamous MK Ultra 
project, which ran from 
the 1950's to 1973. The 
project used drugs 
and other methods to 
conduct “mind control” 
experiments. Although 
its influence on the 
N.S.A. was far more 
subtle and financial in 
nature, this time period 
was rife with communist 
paranoia and an alarm-
ing lack of regulation for 
the C.I.A.

Elias
Stiely

Staff Writer

The Cosmos covers a C.I.A. conspiracy in 1967. 
Photo courtesy of Stewart Memorial Library.
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Record Setting Farewell for Kohawk Swim and Dive 

       This past weekend, 
both the men's and wom-
en’s Swim and Dive teams 
traveled to Decorah, Iowa 
to compete in the annual 
Liberal Arts Champion-
ship. 
       The teams both had 
record breaking perfor-
mances; the men’s 
team leaving behind 
six new times to beat 
in the 200 freestyle, 
500 freestyle, 1650 
freestyle, 200 indi-
vidual medley, 400 
freestyle relay, and 
the 800 freestyle 
relay. The women 
likewise broke two 
school record in the 
50 freestyle and the 
200 freestyle relay. 
The women finished 
second overall, their 
best finish in school 
history at the meet.
       Corbin Faidley ('18) 
finished second in the 
1650-yard freestyle, beating 
his own previous record 
from last season with a 
new time of 16:05.56. Also 
competing in the 1650-
yard freestyle, Blake Sterns 
('20) finished eighth in 
17:15.39.
       On the women’s side, 

Alanna Thompson ('20) 
earned a fourth-place fin-
ish in the 200-yard back-
stroke in 2:08.60, earning 
her the second-fastest 
time in school history.
       In the 100-yard 
freestyle, Tracy Martinek 
('21) finished fifth in 
56.06 while Brandi Peter 
(18’) finished fourth in 
the B final in 57.9, earn-
ing a 12th-place finish 
overall. Collin Flynn (19’) 
dominated the 100-yard 

freestyle B final, placing 
ninth overall with a time 
of 48.07, the third-best 
time in school history. 
Quincy Markham ('20) 
earned an 11th-place 
finish in the men's 100-
yard freestyle with a time 
of 48.56.
       In the women's 200-

yard breaststroke, Katie 
Freeland (18’) finished 
third, setting a new 
career-best and claiming 
the second-fastest time in 
school history of 2:26.31. 
      Sam Fitzgerald (18’) 
was behind Freeland in 
fifth, recording a time 
of 2:29.72. Winning the 
women's 200-yard breast-
stroke B final, Dana Cle-
ments (18’) finished ninth 
in 2:35.21
       Gerrilyn Vail (21’) fin-

ished 12th in the 200-yard 
butterfly in 2:32.69, while 
Conor Backhaus (21’) 
placed 11th in 2:06.85. 
Representing the Kohawk 
diving team Saturday 
night, Erin Horton (19’) 
earned an eighth-place 
finish totaling 261.50 
points. 

        Nearing the end of 
their time in the pool, the 
Kohawk women's 400-
yard freestyle relay team 
of Martinek, Thompson, 
Freeland and Fitzgerald 
placed second, earning 
the third-best time in 
school history of 3:40.20. 
      The men's 400-yard 
freestyle relay team of 
Flynn, Phillip Cunning-
ham (19’), Faidley and 
Quincy Markham came 
in fourth while breaking a 

12 year old record 
with a new time 
of 3:12.58. They 
shaved a whole 
two seconds from 
the previous 
record. 
        The Kohawks 
claimed 8 new 
school records 
as a program, in-
cluding multiple 
career-best per-
formances. After 
four days of Lib-
eral Arts Cham-
pionship com-
petition, the Coe 

men finished fifth out of 
nine teams. The Kohawk 
women are your 2018 Lib-
eral Arts Championships 
runner-ups. This is the 
first time in school history 
the women have earned 
a second-place finish at 
LAC.

Sam Fitzgerald during the Swim Confrence.
Photo provided by Coe Sports Website.
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Market News
• US indexes were 

down on Tues-
day after markets 
were closed Mon-
day in observance 
of President’s Day.

• Bitcoin jumped 
up more than 
30% this past 
week surpassing 
$11,000.

• Shares of 
Walmart (WMT) 
fell more than 
10% on Tuesday, 
one of its largest 
trading day falls 
in its existence.

• Chipotle (CMG) 
stock went up 
almost 4% on 
Tuesday after 
receiving an 
upgrade from an 
analyst firm.

• Sears (SHLD) and 
Snap Inc(SNAP) 
shares both fell 
more than 9% on 
Tuesday.

Iowa: 
Blum’s Internet Company

Mariah
 Porter
Editor-
in-chief

       Rod Blum (IA-R) 
is own of two directors 
of Tin Moon Corp. (the 
other director being 
Blum's campaign trea-
surer) and failed to 
disclose his position on 
his 2016 tax forms. 
       Blum claims that it 
is a small mistake, and 
not a scandal, "this is a 
textbook case of mak-
ing a mountain out of 
a molehill for political 
gain," Blum said during 

an official statement. 
 Blum claims that he 
did not feel that need to 
disclose anything about 
Tin Moon Corp. because 
he received no money in 
2016 from the company 
as it was worth nothing.
       The failure to dis-
close his business deal-
ings is against House 
rules. Democrats (who 
are focusing on Iowa’s 
first district) are now 
claiming that the failure 
to disclose his business 
and position calls for 
an ethics review. Other 
experts say it is likely 
that Blum will face a 

review by the Office of 
Congressional Eth-
ics or the House Ethics 
Committee. Though that 
doesn't necessarily mean 
anything will come out 
of it. 
       Shortly after the 
findings, Tin Moon 
Corp. removed a pho-
to of Blum wearing a 
congressional pin and 
changed his title to 
“Major Shareholder,” as 
well as removed a video 
from their website that 
was uploaded under the 
username rodblum. 

Rod Blum (IA-R) at a Town Hall.
Photo provided by AP News
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What Do We Do? 
Mariah
 Porter
Editor-
in-chief

        Since I was born in 
1996, there have been 
roughly 234 or more 
school shootings. On 
average, that's around 
12 shootings every year. 
Some of these were stu-
dents killing themselves 
on school grounds, 
some were students 
just firing a few shots 
into the air and threat-
ening to shoot others, 
but most were students 
opening fire on their 
classmates and teach-
ers.
       Many of these 
shootings are high 
schools, but some are 
colleges. This year, 
January 20th a student 
was fatally shot on 
Wake Forest University 
campus. May 4th, 2017 
a student fatally shot a 
classmate and himself 
at North Lake Col-
lege. In 2015 outside a 
Houston, Texas dorm, 
two students were shot 
when someone opened 
fire. 
       Northern Universi-
ty of Arizona in Flag-
staff, a student opened 
fire in a dorm, killing 1 

and injuring 3 in 2015. 
Roseburg, Oregon, 
2015, 8 students and 
1 teacher were killed 
and 9 students were 
injured when a student 
opened fire in a hall. A 
Christian college, Okis 
University located in 
Oakland California had 
a 46 year-old gunman 
non-affiliated with the 
school killed 7 students, 
and injured 3 others in 
2012. 
       April 16, 2007, 33 
were killed and 23 were 
injured at Virginia Tech 
when a student opened 
fire on the campus. Au-
gust 15, 1996, a 36 year 
old graduate student 
killed 3 others at San 
Diego State University, 
in San Diego Cali-
fornia. And there are 
more.
       Many high schools 
now have drills for in 
case a shooter ever 
comes to campus. Even 
my small high school of 
just over 600 students 
has this drill. But what 
does Coe College do if 
there was a shooter on 
campus?
       It’s not unrealis-
tic to worry about a 
gunman on campus. 
While Iowa itself has 
not experienced a 
large amount of school 

shootings, people 
forget that they have 
happened. In 1991 
the University of Iowa 
lost 4 faculty members 
and 1 student when 
recent graduate Gang 
Lu opened fire in Van 
Allen Hall during a 
conference. 
       Most schools tell 
their students to lock 
the doors, hide in 
closets, and stay out 
of hallways. Let’s take 
a moment to look at 
Coe’s campus.   
       The most com-
monly beloved factor 
of Coe is how small 
the campus is, how 
airy the buildings and 
classrooms are. You can 
make it across campus 
in just a few minutes if 
you are late to class. The 
buildings are open, and 
easy to maneuver, filled 
with glass walls and 
its very conducive to a 
learning environment. 
      The Cafe is con-
nected to the pub, and 
during lunch hours or 
dinner hours a fourth 
of the student body 
can be in that area at 
one time. Coe is open, 
it’s doors rarely locked 
unless it’s nighttime. 
       If gunshots broke 
out, what should stu-
dents do? How would 

students on one part 
of camus know what is 
happening on the other 
half of campus?. Stu-
dents across campus in 
would have no idea of 
the carnage unless we 
received an emergency 
alert, or students were 
posting to social media. 
       In certain academic 
buildings, where are 
the panicked students 
going to go? Not all 
classrooms have places 
to hide, or easy ways 
to flee. Not every door 
locks from the inside, 
and many classrooms 
have large windows or 
glass walls.
        As a Coe student, 
I am not prepared for 
this, and neither are my 
classmates. We have not 
been given direction on 
what to do if there was 
a gunman. We know 
what to do in case of 
tornado, fire, or flood. 
      But we need an 
action plan if there was 
a shooter on campus. 
We students are wor-
ried and scared, the 
constant worry of what 
to do or how would we 
know looms over us. 
We are looking to hear 
more from Coe admin-
istrators to reassure us 
of what to do.
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Columnist

My Rating:

Rotten Tomatoes: 17%

Poster for The Cloverfield 
Paradox courtesy of IMBD-

verse.

The Cloverfield Paradox

      The Cloverfield Par-
adox was a surprise for 
everyone, that much can 
be agreed upon. The only 
advertising it got were two 
trailers during the Super 
Bowl, and immediately 
went live on Netflix af-
ter the game. I had hope 
because of the references to 
the first Cloverfield in the 
trailers. What I got was a 
disappointment.
        Set a decade in the 
future, the Earth is in an 
energy crisis. A group of 
scientists from across the 
globe have been sent to the 
Cloverfield Station orbiting 
the planet to test a Shep-
ard Particle Accelerator 
to provide the impatient 
populace with unlimited 
energy. Among them is Ava 
Hamilton (Gugu Mbatha-
Raw), an engineer who 
only wants to return to her 
husband Michael (Roger 
Davies) and restart her 
family.
        After two years of 
failed tests, the crew finally 
gets the Shepard Accel-
erator to work, though 
the system overloads and 
the station goes through 
a power surge. When the 
dust settles, Earth is gone 
and strange things begin to 

happen. 
       An unfamiliar woman 
appears on the ship who 
claims she’s been with 
them the whole time, body 
parts vanish and return, 
and entire objects pop in 
and out of existence at ran-
dom. To the crew’s horror, 
they realize the dreaded 
“Cloverfield Paradox” has 
come true: by trying to 
access unlimited energy, 
the station has literally 
ripped open the barriers 
between other dimensions, 
allowing ungodly horrors 
and monstrosities to wreak 
havoc back home. 
        Discovering that they 
themselves are in another 
dimension other than their 
own, Hamilton rallies the 
crew to get back to their 
reality before they suc-
cumb to the impacts of the 
Paradox. But when she’s 
told that her children are 
alive in this reality, will 
Hamilton allow the station 
to leave, or will she fight 
to stay in a volatile new 
world?
        Paradox could have 
been such a great film. 
The plot literally allows 
anything to happen, and 
I mean anything. It could 
have stuck with straight 
sci-fi, dealing with the 
science and problems on 
how to travel across di-
mensions; or it could have 
gone straight horror, deal-

ing with the impacts and 
effects of when man tries 
to play god. However, this 
movie goes for a strange 
combination of both, and 
it doesn’t work. 
       I was torn between 
really enjoying the sci-
ence-y parts and dreading 
the sudden shifts back 
into horror. What I really 
hated were the cuts back 
to “Earth-Prime”, and the 
scenes with Davies as his 
character tries coping with 
the sudden appearance of 
mile-high monsters and 
kaiju.
       The characters were 
alright. Mbatha-Raw sold 
her role as the scared engi-
neer who will do anything 
she can to go home, and 
you could really see the 
conflict in her actions 
when it was revealed her 
children were alive in the 
“Earth-B” dimension. 
Chris O’Dowd was a riot 
as the Irish engineer, 
Mundy. Everyone else was 
forgettable and bland, and 
the lack of a clear protago-
nist/antagonist, while once 
again thematically trying 
to link to the randomness 
of dimensional travel, was 
frustrating and honestly 
irked me. 
            But the most dis-
appointing thing of all was 
the blatant dishonesty in 
the marketing of this film. 
Not once was the original 

Cloverfield referenced 
or even alluded to (those 
monsters  weren’t Clover). 
Sure, there were cameos by 
actors from the previous 
film 10 Cloverfield Lane, 
but no inclusion of the first 
in that matter. Why, then, 
did the trailers feature 
scenes from the first movie 
to hype up this one? If 
you promise a customer 
something, even inadver-
tently, and don’t deliver on 
it they’ll be miffed by the 
whole exchange. I hope the 
future films in this series 
aren’t as big of a let down 
as this one was.
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Sudoku courtesy of w
w

w.w
ebsudoku.com

Submit your completed sudoku to the Cosmos 
email to be entered into our monthly drawing 

to have your photo published and win your 
choice of candy.

Weekly SUDOKU

Across

1 Your business is her 
business
6 Tiny cut
10 Jeans line
14 Spreadsheet program
15 Comes to the rescue of
16 "The Time Machine" 
race
17 Like a cowboy in denial?
20 Emotional wound
21 "At __, soldier!"
22 Quartet in "Whose 
woods these are I think I 
know"
23 Fodder for Forbes, 
initially
25 Play a part
26 Like an eager cowboy?
35 Riveting icon
36 Overplay a part
37 Mission lead-in
38 Potentially offensive, for 
short
39 Tends to the sauce
40 Nerve
41 Early 16th-century date
42 Earthquake
43 "Impression, Sunrise" 
painter
44 Like a cowboy out of 
retirement?
47 Ky. neighbor
48 Show stopper
49 Limoges product
52 Entertainment show VIP
55 Builder's map
59 Like a cowboy in charge?
62 Area behind an altar
63 Wonder Woman's friend 
__ Candy
64 Temporary tattoo dye
65 Get weepy, with "up"
66 State openly
67 More curious

Down

1 Trees that sound like 
sheep
2 Corporate VIP

3 Final Four letters
4 Marvelous
5 "Hidden Figures" actor 
Mahershala __
6 Epic tale
7 They may be fine points
8 Sit in traffic
9 Tire gauge no.
10 Tranquil
11 Periodic table listing: 
Abbr.
12 Limited choice
13 Fail to see
18 Vegas illuminator
19 Nook or cranny
24 Peach dessert
25 Many "Suits" characters: 
Abbr.
26 Busser's target
27 Maker of Clarity alterna-
tive fuel cars
28 Jelly made from meat 
stock
29 "Capisce?"
30 Anabaptist descendants
31 Velvet-voiced Mel
32 Like most books
33 Recon goal
34 Palate
39 FedEx, say
40 "Safe travels!"
42 Egyptian peninsula
43 Satiric magazine since 
1952
45 Less harsh
46 Fill and then some
49 Converse
50 Partner of pray
51 Ingrid's "Casablanca" 
role
52 "Tiny House Hunters" 
cable channel
53 Bart and Lisa's bus 
driver
54 Professor Higgins' 
creator
56 Swedish soprano Jenny
57 Hathaway of "The In-
tern" (2015)
58 Winter Palace resident
60 Org. for teachers
61 17th Greek letter
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