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Student Body President Comes Down to One Vote

            Fatima Elsheikh 
and Lotukalafi Ahomana 
won the Student Body 
Presidential elections on 
January 22 against Mary 
McCormick and Sean 
Connolly. 
     “It was and has been 
a humbling experience, 
to say the least,” said 
Elsheikh. “It’s no secret to 
say that the other can-
didates in the running 
were just as qualified - the 
number of votes are there 
to prove it. We all ran 
successful campaigns, and 
that only made the expe-
rience more enjoyable,” 
Elsheikh said. “Moving 
onward, we look forward 
to beautifying the cam-
pus of Coe College and 
maintaining an overall-all 
gleeful and gratified 

atmosphere across the 
tight-knit community that 
Coe encompasses. We 
want to make sure that 
every voice is heard.”
     “I'd have to say I'm 
really excited to begin 
working on our platform, 
and working with the 
community of Coe to 
strengthen the student ex-
perience,” said Ahomana. 
 I believe we have a lot 
of really great ideas that 
could improve the lives of 
the students in noticeable 
ways.”
     The results were: 
Fatima Elsheikh and 
Lotukalafi Ahomana: 
365 votes (50.07%) with 
Mary McCormick and 
Sean Connolly: 364 votes 
(49.93%). 
       “It was a humbling 
experience to get into 
the run-off election as 
write-in candidates. We 
are both thankful for 
the support of our fel-

Photo Provided by Keenan Lee
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     During mid-December, 
last year, Pokémon GO 
club was recognized as a 
Coe College club. “The 
club was founded really 
organically,” 
said Dana 
Bekebrede 
‘19, Vice 
President, “It 
started out 
with friends 
meeting up 
on campus 
to play and 
we kept col-
lecting more 
people who 
liked to play 
Pokémon 
GO.” Ac-
cording to 
Thomas 
Monsterud 
‘20, president 
of Pokémon 
GO Club, the 
game was 
originally 

Rutendo 
Chidzodzo

Section
 Editor

New Club On Campus

more competitive and 
made it hard to meet other 
players in a friendly man-
ner. When the game went 
through an update that 
changed the gym system, 
the executive members 
on the club saw that the 
update made it easier to 

Left to right:
Sammi Bryant '21 (Treasurer), Ryn 

Trumble '19 (Secretary), Thomas Mon-
sterud '20 (President), Dana Bekebrede 

'19 (Vice President)
Photo by Kasi Rupert

meet new players in a less 
competitive environment 
and thus lead to forming  
the club.
 Members of the 
club are not limited to 
Coe’s campus to play the 
game. They sometimes go 
to downtown Cedar Rapids 

to catch Pokémon. 
The club provides 
a portable hotspot 
to use when they 
are off-campus so 
that players do not 
have to use their 
own data when 
playing. There 
is also free WiFi 
downtown. Later 
in the spring, the 
club plans to go 
to Iowa City, so 
look out for their 
emails!
 If you have 
any questions or 
are interested in 
joining the club, 

feel free to email 
pokemongo@coe.
edu.

low kohawks during this 
campaign,” said Connolly. 
“The race was so tightly 
contested, and we couldn’t 
have lost to a better pair of 
people. Congratulations to 
Fatima and Lotu, you both 

have our support as you 
work to make Coe the 
best place it can be for 
each and every student.” 
     “I think we have access 
to quality resources, staff, 
and students who will 

help us along the way of 
achieving our goals.  I'm 
anxious to see and feel 
that change firsthand 
when it begins to take 
effect,” said Ahomana
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Coe's Third Annual Keyboard Festival

The Coe College Music 
Department presented the 
third-annual Keyboard 
Festival last weekend over 
two evenings in Marquis 
Hall’s Daehler-Kitchin 
Auditorium room. The 
Keyboard Festival is spon-
sored by Friends of Music 
at Coe. 
     The chair of the Music 
Department, Dr. Brett 
Wolgast said they started 
the Keyboard Festival as 
a learning experience for 
students studying piano or 
organ because students do 
not often have opportuni-
ties to play duets or key-
board music written for 
more than one keyboard.   
“Additionally, the more 
advanced students work 
with one of the keyboard 
faculty as an opportunity 
to learn something from 
different teaching styles,” 
said Wolgast. 
     This year’s theme is “All 
in the family,” Wolgast 
said, they try to have a 
theme to link the music 
together on the concerts 
for each keyboard festi-
val, and this year refers to 
musical families through-
out history where multiple 
members of the family 
were musicians. 

      “In mu-
sic history, 
it is not too 
uncom-
mon that 
children of 
musician 
parents 
would also 
pursue 
music as a 
career,” said 
Wolgast. 
“This year, 
we chose to 
highlight a 
few of the 
musical 
families.”
     Music department 
chose Bach, Mozart, Men-
delssohn, and Schumann. 
Compositions included 
music for piano duet, two 
pianos, and two pia-
nos-eight hands. 
     On Friday, concert 
featured performances 
by Coe College Keyboard 
Faculty-Julia Titus, Marita 
Wolgast, Brett Wolgast, 
and guest artist, Diane 
Beach. 
     Keyboard composi-
tions contain, for example,  
Johann Sebastian Bach's 
Concerto in C Minor, 
BWV 1060; Wilhelm 
Friedemann Bach’s Sonata 
in F Major, F.10; Robert 
Schumann’s  Piano Quin-
tet in E-flat Major, Op. 
44; Wolfgang Amadeus 
Mozart’s “Overture” to 

The Magic Flute, K.620 
      “Playing keyboard 
duets, music for two pi-
anos, and music for two 
pianos-eight hands, is a 
tremendous amount of 
fun,” said Wolgast. “The 
students and faculty not 
only have a great time 
working together on this 
music, but they also learn 
a great deal from the 
experience.”
     Saturday's concert fea-
tured keyboard students 
and faculty. Students are 
Kailey Braff, Laura Gib-
son, Josiah Tabora, Jacob 
Tuecke, Drew Vitale, and 
Ruize Yu. Faculty are 
Julia Titus and Marita 
Wolgast. 
     Yu participated in the 
keyboard festival two 
times said, “I felt ner-

vous and excited to attend 
such a college student and 
faculty recital. But I was 
really happy to play at 
Coe.” 
     Keyboard compositions 
contain, for example, Rob-
ert Schumann’s  Kinder-
ball, Op. 130 and Johann 
Christoph Friedrich Bach’s 
Sonata in A Major.  
       “I enjoyed this year’s 
keyboard festival, and I 
think it was nice to see 
these students and facul-
ty,” said one person who 
comes from Cedar Rapids 
community.   

Coe College faculty play pieces by the Mendelssohn, Bach, Mozart, and 
Shumann families on the first night of the Keyboard festival. Photos by 
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Ariel Levy
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     To start off the year, 
seven women from the 
Coe Physics department 
ventured to 
Ames, Iowa, 
to participate 
in the 2018 
Conference 
for Women in 
Physics (CU-
WiP). Several 
other confer-
ences were 
hosted across 
the United 
States and 
Canada, with 
around 1,500 
undergradu-
ates partici-
pating total.
     The con-
ference pro-
ceedings started off with 
icebreakers in the form 
of group tower-building.  
Attendees were split up 
into groups of five and 
given a handful of spa-
ghetti, a strip of tape, and 
a single marshmallow 
with the goal of making 
the tallest tower they 
could, and then balanc-
ing the marshmallow up 
top.  Chaos quickly set in 
as many physics majors 
quickly learned it’s one 

thing to know about the 
idea of towers, but quite 
another to build one.
     The next morning 
was filled with speakers, 
panels, and posters. The 
session started with a talk 
from a theoretical physi-

cist, Dr. Ágnes Mócsy. She 
spoke extensively on her 
own research with dark 
matter and dark energy, 
as well as diving into 
how she incorporates her 
personal interests into her 
work. Dr. Mócsy works 
in the fashion industry, 
as well as filmography, 
and takes special interest 
in those who combine 
science and the arts.
     After Dr. Mócsy’s talk, 
the parallel sessions of 

the day began. Individual 
speakers around the large 
auditorium spoke on var-
ious topics from opportu-
nities in graduate school 
to combating imposter 
syndrome, a common 
mindset in women in 

sciences who feel they do 
not perform as well as 
their male counterparts.  
After two rotations of 
these smaller sessions, 
the poster presentations 
began.
     During the poster 
presentations, awards 
were given to the best and 
brightest of the research-
ers.  The posters awarded 
included research on 
gravitational wave model-
ing, simulation of various 

particle interactions, 
and studies on exoplanet 
sizing.
     The keynote speaker 
of the conference was Dr. 
Patricia Burchat, who 
spoke on the evolution of 
her own path in science 

from being the 
first high-school 
graduate in 
her family to 
working on the 
Large Synoptic 
Survey Telescope 
(LSST), that 
when completed, 
will allow her 
to continue her 
research on the 
cosmological 
origins of our 
universe and 
how it is still 
evolving.
     The over-
all message of 
CUWiP seems 

to have changed greatly 
in recent years. There is 
more of a push to not 
only get women into 
physics, but to make sure 
that none of them are left 
behind. Graduate studies, 
industry, and other forms 
of science careers are all 
on the same pedestal, and 
encouragement is given 
to everyone, regardless of 
their path or position in 
life.

All attendants of the 2018 CUWiP at Iowa State University.  Photo courtesy of 
Massimo Marengo. 
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On This Day
"January, 1920"

     “Welcome Back.” A    
easonal phrase reiterat-
ed over time since Coe's 
founding, these words 
evoke the continuation of 
all things here on campus, 
hard work, the evolving 
definition of one's self and 
home, and the return to, 
and reflection upon, the 
past. This week's edition 
of the Cosmos brings us 
to the year 1900, when our 
burgeoning school's pub-
lication released itself in 
monthly 
install-
ments 
for an 
annual 
sub-
scription 
fee of 
50¢. The 
news-
paper's 
format 

appears strikingly differ-
ent than its current mold, 
and even that of the later 
1900's. Perhaps due to 
the monthly installments, 
perhaps due to the length-
ier articles. The Cosmos 
of January, 1900 appears 
more like a collection of 
short essays and remarks. 
There are no columns, 
just headings and a series 
of pictorial punctuations 
marking the beginnings 
and ends of each body 
of text. We turn to the 
welcoming message for 
the winter term: ten new 
students have joined the 
roster, bringing Coe's 
population to a new record 

of “about two hundred and 
fifty”. Two hundred and 
eighteen years later, Coe 
hovers around one thou-
sand, four hundred students 
currently enrolled.
      Appropriately following 
the welcoming message is 
another, this time of a stu-
dent's doubt and frustration. 
“This Mortal Coil” serves as 
a brief allegory. Tired from 
ceaseless coursework, a 
student says that nothing is 
sufficient and all the talents 
of the world belong to those 
around her, with nothing 
left to spare. Yet -and this is 
where I'll leave you, read-
ers- another voice responds 
as such: “'Soul', it said, 'to 

each mortal has been 
given a certain measure 
of power. A few, con-
scious of this power, have 
used and developed and 
strengthened it. Others, 
unconsciously ungrateful, 
have belittled it. Thou hast 
powers within thyself, 
power which nobody else 
may possess: a power 
which is peculiarly thine 
own. It may lift up those 
around thee: it may draw 
out their noblest, their 
strongest, their best, it 
may quietly inspire them 
to their grandest words; it 
may incite them to their 
truest deeds. Though thou 
hadst knowledge of all 

things under 
the sun, and 
the wisdom 
to use it . . . 
there is noth-
ing that could 
have the val-
ue, if wisely, 
nobly, truly 
employed, of 
thy Personal-
ity.'”

Editorial staff of the Cosmos in 1950. Photo courtesy of Stewart Memorial Library.



ANNOUNCMENT
Those who graduate in 2018 and 2019 need to apply for 
graduation soon as possible or a hold may be placed on 

your account.

What's Happening 6
Friday, January 26, 2018

       The Learning Com-
mons is a recent addi-
tion to the Coe Campus. 
Starting about three years 
ago, the Learning Com-
mons has begun to really 
branch out and improve 
existing programs. One 
of the programs that has 
recently been upgraded 
are the Micro-Grants.
      Micro-Grants are 
small one time grants 
handed out by the learn-
ing commons to students 
when they need help with 
an event or project that 
will be held on campus, 
they help support teach-
ing and learning on Coe’s 
campus. If students and 
faculty/staff can bring 
something unique to 
campus, or something 
that will better campus as 
a whole, they can apply 
for these Micro-Grants 

and receive some finan-
cial aid. 
     The grant money can 
go towards food, expenses 
for speakers, and even 
supplies if needed. The 
grant money can also be 
paired with other funding 
from different depart-
ments, so if there is an 
event that you wanted 
a speaker at, you could 
receive the Micro-Grant 
along with other grants or 
donations to cover the full 
expense. 
     Micro-Grants have 
been handed out to 
groups such as BESO 
and The Winter Read, to 
students in playwriting 
classes and the Spanish 
Movie Night series. 
     The application process 
is a google doc that can 
be found on the learning 
commons Micro-Grant 
website which is found at 
the Coe Learning Com-
mons. Once a student fills 
it out, the application is 
sent directly to Marc Falk 

and Kim Lanegran who 
will decide 
whether 
or not the 
grant will 
be accepted. 
Depending 
on how the 
event has 
to be or-
chestrated, 
money is re-
imbursed or 
transferred 
through Coe 
accounts. 
     This year 
the Mi-
cro-Grants 
have $3,000 
to give out 
in grants, 
and for the 
Spring se-
mester they 
have $2,000 
to to hand out. 
     Please reach 
out to Marc falk 
or Kim Lanegran 
if you have any other 
questions. 

Flyer for Micro-Grants provided 
by the Learning Commons

Mariah
 Porter
Editor-
in-chief

Micro-Grants by the Learning Commons
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• 

• Bitcoin has fallen 
around 25% in the 
past month and as of 
Tuesday was valued 
at less than $11,000.

• Bioverativ(BIVV) 
shares exploded by 
more than 60% on 
Monday after Sanofi 
agreed to buy them 
for $11.6 billion.

• Bacardi is going to 
buy the maker of 
Patron tequila as 
demand for fancy 
liquors rises.

• International Busi-
ness Machines(IBM) 
shares were up late 
last week after report-
ing growing revenue 
for the first time in 23 
quarters.

• Shares of Netflix(N-
FLX) climbed 9.98% 
on Tuesday surpass-
ing a 100 billion mar-
ket capitalization.

 Market News
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      Cape Town, South 
Africa, is the second 
largest city in the coun-
try and is one of the 
number one tourist 
spots. The metro’s pop-
ulation is currently over 
4,000,000 and growing 
quickly. 
      Cape Town has also 
suffered one of the worst 
droughts in the last 
century, this along with 
a few other factors, has 

caused one of the largest 
wells to run dangerously 
low on water. It is now 
predicted that on April 
12, Cape Town will no 
longer be able to draw 
water from the well. To 
prevent hitting zero, 
starting February 1 
citizens will only be able 
to use a little over 13 gal-
lons a day. For perspec-
tive, Americans typically 
use 80 to 100 gallons a 
day according to USGS.
      Currently, the dams 
have been dropping in 
increasing rates, this last 
week the water levels 
have dropped 1.4%. 

Theewaterskloof is the 
largest dam that sup-
plies water to the town 
and it is near barren. 
      Citizens have also 
become wary of the 
drinking water so they 
have been trekking to 
a nearby Spring to get 
drinking water. Many 
have said that the water 
is giving them stomach 
problems and it doesn't 
taste the way it used 
to, implying that the 
treatment process has 
been cut down in order 
to save more water. 

Mariah
 Porter
Editor-
in-chief

Cape Town Soon to Run Out of Water

Photo Courtesy of CNN
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Kohawk Women’s Basketball Dominate the Court

Delena
Humble

Spots
 Editor

     This past Wednesday 
evening, the Kohawk 
women’s basketball team 
welcomed the Buena 
Vista beavers to Ko-
hawk Arena. The Ko-
hawks earned their sixth 
straight win with the 
85-47 victory over the 
beavers.   
     Jenna Lehman (18’) 
led the Kohawks with a 
game-high 20 points, her 

13th-straight game in 
double figures. Madeline 
Wilkins (21’) tied a ca-
reer-high with 18 points, 
while senior Aleena 
Hobbs joined them in 
double figures with 16 
points. Jackie Feldt (21’) 
also tied a career-high 
with nine points. Leh-
man went over 500 
career field goals made, 
joining Head Coach 
Kayla Waskow as the 
only players in school 
history to hit the mark. 
Wilkins hit six 3-point-
ers, tied for the fifth-

most in school history.
     Hobbs became the 
fifth player in school his-
tory to play 2,900 min-
utes or more in a career.
     Aside from their 
victory, Hobbs broke 
another record with the 
performance against 
BVU. Hobbs surpassed 
head coach Kayla Was-
kow who was the pre-
vious record holder of 
career rebounds. The 
new record set by Hobbs 
is the new record to 
beat, with an impressive 
697 career rebounds. 

Aleena now holds 11 
school records for the 
Kohawk women’s bas-
ketball team. Hobbs also 
became the fifth player 
in school history to play 
2,900 minutes or more 
in a career.
     The win was the 
11-straight over the 
Beavers in Cedar Rapids 
for Coe. Coe (10-9, 7-3 
IIAC) returns to action 
on Saturday, as they 
travel to Loras (12-7, 4-6 
IIAC).

Destiny Smith ('20) 
Photo by Delena Humble
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Peyton 
McGuire 

Columnist

The Greatest Showman

     I’ve honestly never 
gone to see a movie I nev-
er saw a lot of advertise-
ments for. In the case of 
The Greatest Showman, I 
had only seen two ads be-
fore I went with my sister 
on Christmas Day to see 
it. It intrigued me still; a 
dramatic biopic about P.T. 
Barnum and his circus. 
But the biggest shock for 
me that night was not 
about how different it was 
from any other movie I’ve 
seen before. It was the fact 
it was a musical. Nei-
ther of the ads I saw had 
played any songs in them, 
just general trailer music. 
I was dumbfounded. But I 
can say that The Greatest 
Showman was one of the 
better flicks of 2017.
     Phineas Barnum 
(Hugh Jackman) has 
never known the life of 
luxury. His wife Chari-
ty (Michelle Williams), 
who abandoned her 
upper-class life to start a 
family with him, assures 
her husband that he’ll 
make a name for himself 
someday. Wanting to give 

a better life to his strug-
gling family and inspired 
by his childhood dreams 
of greatness, Barnum 
creates his Museum of 
Oddities, a grand busi-
ness venture to expose 
the citizens of New York 
to the exotic wonders of 
the world. 
     With minimal suc-
cess, Barnum is inspired 
when he meets Charles 
Stratton (Sam Hum-
phrey), a man shorter 
than his knee. For his 
Museum to be a suc-
cess, Barnum needs live 
attractions. Hiring his 
freak gallery, including 
everything from trapeze 
artists (Zendaya) to a 
bearded lady (Keala 
Settle), Barnum’s newly 
christened Circus is set 
to dominate the globe. 
But Barnum’s obsession 
with wanting to prove 
himself, muddled with 
some public opposition 
and the presence of a 
lusting opera singer (Re-
becca Ferguson), may 
end his dream before 
it can even get off the 
ground.
     The Greatest Show-
man has varied char-
acters, settings, and 
musical score and they 
all played a role in why 

I enjoyed it so much. Jack-
man’s Barnum is upbeat, 
motivated, and all-around 
fun to see on-screen. His 
foil in Phillip Carlyle 
(Zac Efron), a composite 
character representing 
the “Bailey” of Barnum & 
Bailey Circus, is equally 
enjoyable.
    Efron provides the 
voice of reason in a 
setting of wonderment, 
and his interracial rela-
tionship with Zendaya’s 
Anne Wheeler brings 
welcome tension to a 
movie that seems 
almost too perfect. 
The “freaks gallery” 
is doubly enjoyable, 
and I found myself 
enjoying the amaz-
ing costumes and 
makeup this pro-
duction’s team had 
put together.
     As for songs, the 
best by far was Lo-
ren Allred’s “Never 
Enough”, followed 
closely by Jackman 
& Efron’s “The Oth-
er Side” and the cast 
performance of “Come 
Alive”.
     Of course, there is the 
question of historical 
accuracy: there really isn’t 
any when it comes to this 
film, so I do have to take 

some points off. But I’m 
not complaining about 
its absence. People get so 
caught up in a movie’s his-
torical context that they 
miss the point that not 
everything is going to be 
perfect. Barnum wasn’t as 
friendly as Jackman por-
trayed, the circus abused 
animals, etc. But if you 
want to relive what it was 
like as a child to go to the 
circus and be amazed by 
the fantastical people and 
animals alike, The Great-
est Showman is for you.

My Rating: 

Rotten Tomatoes: 55%
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COE Crossword

Submit your completed sudoku to the Cosmos 
email to be entered into our monthly drawing 

to have your photo published and win your 
choice of candy.

Weekly SUDOKU

Across

1. Word after who, what or 
where
5. Do Circe's job
10. Fair
14. Coop sound
15. Cognizant
16. Movie mutt
17. Word after bump or jump
18. Big name in copiers
19. Tide type
20. Salinger novel (with 
''The'')
23. Feminine pronoun
24. Feverish chill
25. Snake's comment
28. Reptile of ancient Egypt
30. Country in central Africa
35. Spring offering
37. Verdi product
40. Margaret of ''Coming of 
Age in Samoa''
41. It may surround a 
charged particle
44. Procrastinator's opposite
45. Saudi gulf
46. Confuse
47. Empowered
49. Priestly vestment
51. Leb.'s neighbor
52. Latvian capital
55. Swiss skyline feature
57. Globetrotter's catch-
phrase, perhaps
65. Vicinity
66. Battery part
67. Track shape
68. Like Telly and Yul
69. Asocial type
70. Time in office
71. Transport dating from 
the Stone Age
72. Lengthy narratives
73. Two-color cookie

Down 

1. Like some proportions

2. Al Capp's hyena
3. Rectangular paver
4. Noteworthy period 
of history
5. Congress, at times
6. Pitcher
7. Name for the wind, 
in song
8. Pitchfork part
9. Description of sur-
face quality
10. Mate of a real 
swinger
11. ___-friendly
12. Corset part
13. Word with deck or 
measure
21. Essence
22. Cut down
25. King Olaf, for one
26. Where dos get 
done
27. Arabian, e.g.
29. No longer due
31. During
32. Requisites
33. Take one's time
34. Calculating snake?
36. Light brown
38. Word with show or box
39. Carvey who was the 
Church Lady
42. Extremists
43. Aesop's opus
48. Victorian, for one
50. California-based team
53. City of the Italian Riviera
54. ''Moving right ___ ...''
56. Part of a driver's license
57. Catches in the act
58. Dentist's exam
59. Soccer great
60. ''Shane'' star
61. Concept
62. Completed
63. Stallion's mate
64. Patron saint of sailors


